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This is with reference to the letter of Secretary, Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change dated 9" March, 2020 (copy enclosed) regarding PVC/
plastic folders being indiscriminately used in government institutions and offices for
short term purposes.

12" March, 2020

2. As has been mentioned in the aforesaid letter, Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC) is a
non-biodegradable materia‘l and if burned, releases toxic fumes. These harmful
toxins may cause serious hazard to human health and environment. Use of PVC/
plastic folders in government offices should, therefore, be avoided. Alternatives
such as paper or card board folders, jute folders etc, may be adopted.

3. | would request your personal attention to ensure that use of PVC/ plastic
folders is stopped in your Ministry/ Department, as also in all the attached/
subordinate offices and CPSEs.

w |
/"'\\.. . .
. Yours sincerely,

e

100“} 5
(g)eele
(Ra}l? } a
Shri Ajay Prakash Sawhney
Secretary, .
Deptt. of Electronics & Information Technology ,
New Delhi
i ; » .
g\') A \»(QLQ ;@“'u/ g S
3% S ) . Y.
58(60) sl e e

. ' (o e or”” & |
i Ss(-y ("u inat c..-r.'-":,o\é\kzm.: b ......n...,:.o:? ; %’V‘ﬁ/o

Scanned with CamScanner



uftm

WNT UL '
v, 1 g ey il e
SECAETARY )
GOVEANMENT OF INDI .
) i ¥ MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATECI
Qn.q) _m&‘] m" ol
C.K.Mishra
D.0. No. 17112017.0usMD Datod: 9" March, 2020
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‘I‘Z. ,

‘ With the Increasing efforts taken by the people of India in reducing IP'GS"T"hpog::zgi
Lis indeed going 1o be @ lourney in which everyone's participation is critical. The % hand
government and its organisations need lo lead by example. We will all have to wor an
'n hand to scale down the use of plaslic wherever possible and contribute to the caus
developing a cleaner, greener and safer environment,

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, has nolified Plastic
Waste Managemen| Rules, 2016 (PWMR, 2016) to manage plastics in an em_/lronmentally
sound manner throughout their life-cycle. A number of States / UTs have implemented-
Regulations Supplementing PWMR, 2016 to manage plastic pollution. Several States and

Ts have introduced notifications completely banning plastic carry bags and/ or single-
use plastic items such as food packaging, cutlery etc.

Pursuant to Hon'ble Prime Minister's call 1o curb single use plastics by 2022,
Standard Guidelines for Single Use Plastics were issued to various States/UTs and all
Ministries in January 2019 and the Same were reiterated in September 2019. In this

re9ard, | had written to you earlier also on 13 June, 2018 and 13" February, 2020
(Copies enclosed),

| would like to draw your attention, specifically to PVC/plastic folders being
mdiscriminately used in governmental institutions and offices for short term purposes.
- Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC), a plastic polymer, is a non-biodegradable material and if
bumed, releases toxic fumes such as dioxins, furans etc. The harmful toxins may get bio-

accumulated in the food chain of €cosystems causing a serious hazard to human health
and environment,

In order to combat plastic pallution, redy
necessary. Therefore, use of PVC/plastic folders in government offices should be strictly

Ministries/Government Institutions is enclosed herewith.

- | would urge you to adopt usage of such folders and ‘stop use of PVC / plastic
olders hence forth, '
Nl rvjuwlo,

Yours sincarely,

. Encl: as above, (Q;L

[c:mﬁm

Secretaries to the Govt. of India
All Departments / Ministries
0 wtaw v, s am A, o Ren 003 BT : (011) 24695262, 24695265, G - (011) 24695270

INDIRA PAhVAVARAN BHAWAN, JOR BAGH ROAD, NEW DELHI-110 003 Ph. : (011) 24695262, 2465265, Fax: (011) 24695270
E-mail : secy-moci@nic.in, Website : mosl.gov.in
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D.0. No. 15019-1/4/2_017-GA " Dated: 13" June, 2018

AS you aro aware, India was 11 globel hist faF “Waild 'Envirdhiment Dy
(WED)-2018" which was celebratod of 05.08.2018, The themé,of WED.2018 “Beat
Plastic Pollution® calls Upon Goverrimants, industries, communiiies and Jidnidualsto. ..
come together and éxplore sustalnable alternatives and récTuéfng the prodiction gnd ~
excessive use of sirigle-use plastlc. '

In_pufsuance of this, Ministry of Environment;-Forést and 'Climafs ‘Change
(MoEF&CC) had launched pan-India plastic clean-tp drive In public areas, natlonal
resarves, forests, beaches, rivers, etc. We have taken the first step and MoEF&CC

- has stopped use of single-use plastic iiems such as PET water bottles, plastic cups
and plates, plastic glasses, plastic jugs, plastic folders, plastic banners in Indira
Paryavaran Bhawan, the Headquarters of our Ministry. 3 :

the ensuing two months. Hence, | urge upon you to kindly instruct all Gfficers under

the administrative control of your Minisiry, including attached or subordinate offices,
autonomous bodies and public sector units, to phase out use of single-use plastic
items In thelr offices, An example set by the Govemmant will havs a huge impact

across the country. k/*ilv N:?w_{é ,

Yours sincersly,

dla
(m’MQIa;

The alm of Governmsnt of India Is to make all offices single-tise plastic-free in

Secretaries to the Gowt. of India
All Departments / Ministries
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g MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

..M e
C.K.Mishra

D.0. No. 17/1/2017-HSMD Dated: 13t February, 2020

e Seohnny

Al the outset, [ would like to appreciate the efforts made by you and
your team towards achieving a cleaner, greencr and safe environment. As
you are aware, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has
notified the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 (FWMR, 2016) to
manage plastic waste in an environmentally sound manner throughout their.
life cycle. Several States and UTs have implemented regulaﬂons
supplementing PWMR,2016 to ensure effective management of plastic waste.

In continuance of the Hon'ble Prime Minister's call to curb singl_c use
plastic and phase out its use by 2022, I would like to draw your attention o
Single use or short life PVC flex boards or posters being indiscriminately
used in governmental institutions and offices for short term advertisement
and other purposes. Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC), a plastic polymer, is a non-
biodegradable material and if burned, releases toxic fumes such as dioxins,
furans etc. The harmful toxins may get bio-accumulated in the food chain of
ecosystems causing a serious hazard to human health and environment.

In order to combat plastic pollution, reduction in use of avoidable
plastics is necessary. Therefore, use of single use or short life PVC flex for
banners and posters in government offices or its functions should be strictly
avoided. Alternatives such as cloth banners, light weight textile fabrics,
wrinkle resistant wrap knit, natural-fibre based sandwich boards, resin -
infused paper, particle boards etc. can be used. Such a step will help
strengthen our national resolve to combat plastic pollution on the country.

| take this opportunity to reiterate the need for eliminating the use of
Single use or short life PVC flex, banners and posters in all Government

institutions and offices.
- Witk mg,mk,
” Yours sincerely,
bl

[C.R. Mishea]

" Secretaries to the Government of India
[All Departments /| Ministries]
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